From wd5ivd@tapr.org Tue Jan 02 21:03:13 1996
Received: (from wd5ivd@localhost) by sys1.tapr.org (8.7.2/8.7.2) id VAA16299 for tapr-bb@tapr.org; Tue, 2 Jan 1996 21:03:11 -0600 (CST)
From: Greg Jones <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Message-Id: <199601030303.VAA16299@sys1.tapr.org>
Subject: Official Comments (NOAM) (from BBS SIGS)
To: tapr-bb@tapr.org (TAPR-BB mailing)
Date: Tue, 2 Jan 1996 21:03:11 -0600 (CST)
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL25]
Content-Type: text


SB SYSOP@WW < WA0RJT $TAPR_123095
TAPR Recommendation of NOAM, EURO, etc.

The following are some general comments on the recommendation for
4 letter continent designators.

Regarding TAPR:

TAPR brought forward this recommendation in an attempt to bring
some organization to the BBS Sysops and to bring closure to the
discussion.  In the absence of a formal organization with
procedures for resolving such issues, TAPR was providing
leadership and trying to a achieve consensus.

TAPR is accused of being arrogant and imperialistic.  That really
isn't the case, even if it may be a perception.  In the sense the
TAPR is perceived to "speak for the US", exactly who speaks for
Europe?

In 1994, TAPR mailed a letter to a list of over 1800 U.S. Sysops.
Among other things, the letter referred to the NOAM
recommendation.  The Sysop list was compiled from packet message
headers.

TAPR provides a number of free services to Sysops, such as
maintaining a list of regional organizations which support
digital modes and operating the BBSSIG listserver on Internet..
Both the recommendation and regional organization list can be
accessed on the Internet at ftp.tapr.org or www.tapr.org.  If you
want this information via packet, please send me a message.

Regarding the discussion:

The recommendation was not created in a vacuum.  A heated
discussion took place for over a year.  It was conducted on
packet, on Internet and in public meetings such as BBSSIG
meetings at Dayton.  This was an ad hoc discussion, not something
TAPR started.

The original discussion was primarily NO vs. NOAM and had little
participation from Europe.  When the recommendation was made, it
included 4 letter designators for all continents.  Now, Europe is
becoming more aware of the recommendation and their discussion of
it is quite understandable.

The most cited reference for the 4 letter continent designator is
the work of Tom Clark W3IWI published in the Proceedings of the
ARRL 9th Computer Networking Conference (1990).  This constitutes
prima facie evidence of the discussion now going on for 5 years!
W0RLI pointed out a reference to this discussion in 1987 at the
TAPR annual meeting.

Regarding the "standard":

Although it is widely accepted, there is NO document establishing
a standard of NA, EU, etc., The argument that TAPR is not
empowered to change NA to NOAM is invalid, since there is nothing
to "change".

If you read the recommendation, you will see that it suggests the
format x.3.4 where:
     x = a local identifier of unspecified length,
     3 = the country code in 3 character format,
     4 = the continent code in 4 character format.

A substantial number of details for BBS interoperability have
been agreed to by the BBS authors. Sysops usually have little or
no visibility of this, but benefit substantially from the
"standard".  In fact, this is more of a working agreement rather
than a standard.  While forwarding features require an agreement
between a few individuals, BBS specific implementation require
cooperation between all Sysops.

The TAPR recommendation is just that, a RECOMMENDATION!  It is
intended to benefit the digital community.  Those who chose to
accept the recommendation, thank you.  To those who chose not to,
please attempt to evaluate the recommendation on its merits.

As Chairman of the TAPR BBSSIG, I welcome the discussion of this
and any other issue affecting Sysops, provided the comments are
factual and not personal attacks.

Barry Buelow WA0RJT
TAPR BBSSIG

PACKET:        WA0RJT@WA0RJT.IA.USA.NOAM
INTERNET:      BARRY@IA.NET

/EX


From wd5ivd@tapr.org Tue Jan 16 01:54:55 1996
Received: (from wd5ivd@localhost) by sys1.tapr.org (8.7.2/8.7.2) id BAA16338; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 01:54:50 -0600 (CST)
From: Greg Jones <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Message-Id: <199601160754.BAA16338@sys1.tapr.org>
Subject: Another TAPR/AMSAT DSP-93 run
To: dsp-93@tapr.org (DSP-93 Build), amsat-bb@amsat.org (AMSAT BB Mail Group),
        tapr-bb@tapr.org (TAPR-BB mailing)
Date: Tue, 16 Jan 1996 01:54:49 -0600 (CST)
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL25]
Content-Type: text

DSP-93    The TAPR/AMSAT Joint DSP Program

---
Announcement of Spring Kit Sales

TAPR is now taking orders until March 1st, 1996 for the next DSP-93 kit
production.

Full information can be found on www.tapr.org or in ftp.tapr.org/tapr/dsp93.
Software and documentation can be previewed at either of these locations.

In addition, a DSP-93 e-mail list is maintained and questions regarding the
unit can be asked there.  You can use the TAPR web page to subscribe or send
e-mail to listserv@tapr.org and in the message body write subscribe dsp-93
YourFullName.

Please pass the word so that we can fullfill the entire order for the
Spring.  

---
Ordering your Kit

The DSP-93 will sell for $430 as a complete kit, including enclosure and
power supply.  If you are in a country that can not use the 110V supply,
$420 will purchase the unit without supply.

TAPR kits can be complex depending on the kitting experience of each
builder.  We donUt think you will have trouble with the DSP-93 kit, but it
does require some knowledge and experience to successfully go from a kit to
a finished, usable unit, depending on the mode of operations.  For data
radio applications (i.e. 9600 baud FSK), special modifications must be made
to your radio for proper operation of the DSP-93.  Unlike other TAPR kits in
the past, only the interface to the radio and the serial cable to the
computer (DB-9) will be the responsibility of the kit builder.  All other
parts will be in the kit ready for complete assembly.

On a positive note, the TAPR TNC-95 (for use with the DSP-93) is gaining
closure and should be available around the time of this next shipment of
DSP-93 kits.  Also, Paccomm now offers a TNC for usage inside the TAPR/AMSAT
DSP-93.

Due to the cost per-unit of the DSP-93, TAPR and AMSAT are unable to fund
the total purchasing of inventory that may sit idle on the shelf for months.
TAPR and AMSAT are requiring that kit purchasers provide VISA/MC information
or checks/money orders with their initial purchases.  Money for the initial
kit purchase will be deposited upon receipt to cover kitting costs, with
kits being shipped during the Spring of 1996.

Orders can be mailed to the TAPR address: 8987-309 E. Tanque Verde Rd #337,
Tucson, Az, 85749-9399, call (817) 383-0000 (Office Hours: Tue-Fri,
9am-12noon, 3pm-5pm Central Time), fax (817) 566-2544, tapr@tapr.org,
www.tapr.org.  If you have questions concerning the unit, please write or
call TAPR for an information pamphlet. 

Note to TAPR members: Since this is a joint project, this kit will not have
a membership discount attached.

---
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From wd5ivd@tapr.org Tue Jan 16 02:16:47 1996
Received: from syssun8.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com (ns1.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com [141.113.200.9]) by sys1.tapr.org (8.7.2/8.7.2) with SMTP id CAA17016 for <tapr-bb@tapr.org>; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 02:16:42 -0600 (CST)
Received: from syssun7.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com by syssun8.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
	id AA03583; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 09:12:27 --100
Received: by syssun7.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
	id AB20676; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 09:16:17 --100
Date: sender
From: errorMail not sent:return-address.to@rrz.debis.LOCAL.unknown@str.daimler-benz.com
Subject: Returned mail: Service unavailable
Subject: text
Message-Id: reply-to
To: <tapr-bb@tapr.org>

   ----- Transcript of session follows -----
Connected to uts66:
>>> HELO syssun7.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com
<<< 553 syssun7.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com host name configuration error
554 <e1e05@uts66>... Service unavailable

   ----- Unsent message follows -----
Received: from syssun8.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com by syssun7.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
	id AA20674; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 09:16:17 --100
Errors-To: <tapr-bb@tapr.org>
Received: from sys1.tapr.org by syssun8.rrz.debis.str.daimler-benz.com (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
	id AA03580; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 09:12:16 --100
Received: from sys1.tapr.org (localhost [127.0.0.1]) by sys1.tapr.org (8.7.2/8.7.2) with SMTP id CAA16865; Tue, 16 Jan 1996 02:11:37 -0600 (CST)
Date: Tue, 16 Jan 1996 02:11:37 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <199601160754.BAA16338@sys1.tapr.org>
Reply-To: tapr-bb@tapr.org
Originator: tapr-bb@tapr.org
Sender: tapr-bb@tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
From: Greg Jones <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
To: tapr-bb@tapr.org
Subject: [TAPR-BB:139] Another TAPR/AMSAT DSP-93 run
X-Listprocessor-Version: 6.0 -- ListProcessor by Anastasios Kotsikonas
X-Comment: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio  Announcements
Content-Type: text
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL25]
Content-Length: 3028

DSP-93    The TAPR/AMSAT Joint DSP Program

---
Announcement of Spring Kit Sales

TAPR is now taking orders until March 1st, 1996 for the next DSP-93 kit
production.

Full information can be found on www.tapr.org or in ftp.tapr.org/tapr/dsp93.
Software and documentation can be previewed at either of these locations.

In addition, a DSP-93 e-mail list is maintained and questions regarding the
unit can be asked there.  You can use the TAPR web page to subscribe or send
e-mail to listserv@tapr.org and in the message body write subscribe dsp-93
YourFullName.

Please pass the word so that we can fullfill the entire order for the
Spring.  

---
Ordering your Kit

The DSP-93 will sell for $430 as a complete kit, including enclosure and
power supply.  If you are in a country that can not use the 110V supply,
$420 will purchase the unit without supply.

TAPR kits can be complex depending on the kitting experience of each
builder.  We donUt think you will have trouble with the DSP-93 kit, but it
does require some knowledge and experience to successfully go from a kit to
a finished, usable unit, depending on the mode of operations.  For data
radio applications (i.e. 9600 baud FSK), special modifications must be made
to your radio for proper operation of the DSP-93.  Unlike other TAPR kits in
the past, only the interface to the radio and the serial cable to the
computer (DB-9) will be the responsibility of the kit builder.  All other
parts will be in the kit ready for complete assembly.

On a positive note, the TAPR TNC-95 (for use with the DSP-93) is gaining
closure and should be available around the time of this next shipment of
DSP-93 kits.  Also, Paccomm now offers a TNC for usage inside the TAPR/AMSAT
DSP-93.

Due to the cost per-unit of the DSP-93, TAPR and AMSAT are unable to fund
the total purchasing of inventory that may sit idle on the shelf for months.
TAPR and AMSAT are requiring that kit purchasers provide VISA/MC information
or checks/money orders with their initial purchases.  Money for the initial
kit purchase will be deposited upon receipt to cover kitting costs, with
kits being shipped during the Spring of 1996.

Orders can be mailed to the TAPR address: 8987-309 E. Tanque Verde Rd #337,
Tucson, Az, 85749-9399, call (817) 383-0000 (Office Hours: Tue-Fri,
9am-12noon, 3pm-5pm Central Time), fax (817) 566-2544, tapr@tapr.org,
www.tapr.org.  If you have questions concerning the unit, please write or
call TAPR for an information pamphlet. 

Note to TAPR members: Since this is a joint project, this kit will not have
a membership discount attached.
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From wd5ivd@tapr.org Tue Jan 30 17:10:26 1996
Received: (from wd5ivd@localhost) by tapr.org (8.7.3/8.7.2) id RAA24054; Tue, 30 Jan 1996 17:10:25 -0600 (CST)
From: Greg Jones <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Message-Id: <199601302310.RAA24054@tapr.org>
Subject: TAPR.ORG UPdate
To: tapr-bb@tapr.org (TAPR-BB mailing)
Date: Tue, 30 Jan 1996 17:10:25 -0600 (CST)
Cc: wd5ivd@tapr.org (Greg Jones)
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL25]
Content-Type: text

TAPR.ORG system performance and DNS issues


Several people have reported problems accessing TAPR.ORG over the past few
weeks.  We are aware of the problems and have been working on relocating the
site to a faster connection for some months now.  Currently TAPR.ORG sits at
the end of an ISDN line.  We hope to be moving to a T1 or faster connection
shortly.

TAPR.ORG has been a great success and is one reason for our current
bottleneck in bandwidth.  We apologize for any delays and connect problems
you might have had and can only suggest you stick with it until we improve
our operational network speed.

To help decrease the current network load on TAPR.ORG, the APRS software
library has been moved to: ftp://aprs.rutgers.edu/pub/hamradio/aprs/
We would like to thank Keith and Mark Sproul for hosting the APRS software
library at their site.  This should help them manage the APRS library better
and provide better access to all involved.  Once the network issues have
been resolved on TAPR.ORG we will begin to mirror the site.

The IP address for the system was changed two weeks ago and if you have
problems getting into the system using tapr.org by itself, you can always
use ftp.tapr.org or sys1.tapr.org for access.  The tapr.org issue should be
cleared up in the coming days as DNS systems update.

In addition, several things have been added in the past month to tapr.org

Two new mailing lists:
	APRSwin	APRS Windows
	SS	Amateur Spread Spectrum

Also, a new RealAudio section featuring Newsline, Ham Radio and More, and
the RAIN report are under construction.  Keep an eye out on the TAPR.ORG
home page for a link to these shortly.  As well as a TNC-95 page that
details the alpha test of the TNC-95.


If you have comments or suggestions about TAPR.ORG, please let us know.


Cheers - Greg, WD5IVD
President, TAPR

From wd5ivd@tapr.org Tue Jan 30 20:17:08 1996
Received: (from wd5ivd@localhost) by tapr.org (8.7.3/8.7.2) id UAA05340 for tapr-bb@tapr.org; Tue, 30 Jan 1996 20:17:07 -0600 (CST)
From: Greg Jones <wd5ivd@tapr.org>
Message-Id: <199601310217.UAA05340@tapr.org>
Subject: TAPR.ORP IP
To: tapr-bb@tapr.org (TAPR-BB mailing)
Date: Tue, 30 Jan 1996 20:17:06 -0600 (CST)
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL25]
Content-Type: text

Someone has pointed that I should have posted the IP address for TAPR.ORG.
It is now: 206.210.220.85

Cheers - Greg

